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Division 49:  Culture and the Arts, $168 687 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman.   

Ms S.M. McHale, Minister for Culture and the Arts.   

Ms A. Lucas, Acting Director General.   

Mr R. Palmer, Executive Director, Corporate Assets and Business Support. 

Mr T. Loiacono, Acting Chief Financial Officer. 

Mr S. Colquhoun, Acting Executive Director, Development and Strategy.   

Mr T. Caravella, Director of State Records. 

Dr D. Casey, Director, Western Australian Museum. 

Mrs M. Allen, Chief Executive Officer, State Library of Western Australia. 

Ms L. Hargreaves, Acting Director, Art Gallery of Western Australia. 

Mr A.D. Ferris, Acting Chief Executive, ScreenWest.   

Mr I.D. Booth, Chief Executive, ScreenWest.   

[11.40 am] 
The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale has the first question. 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  I refer to the sixth dot point under “Major Initiatives For 2007-08” at page 899 of the 
Budget Statements.  Where will the site of the new Western Australian Museum be?  When is building to 
commence?  What has contributed to the delay in the undertaking of the project? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for his question.  This is a very exciting project that the government 
has been developing for a while.  There has been an extensive site selection process and two sites that are being 
considered.  The first is the East Perth power station and the other is the existing cultural centre.  I have made 
public comments that my preferred site is the East Perth power station.  It allows for great opportunities.  We 
have developed a business plan that is in the mix of capital works projects.  It is a significant investment by the 
state government in very important infrastructure.  It is part of the other things that the government is doing in 
that there is $21.6 billion worth of capital works.  The government is considering the timing and funding of the 
project.  The member’s last question was why there has been a delay.  I would not say that there has been a 
delay.  This is a project that has a number of milestone decisions to be made concerning location, cost and so on.  
It is a project that will be announced when those considerations have been finalised. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  What is the estimated cost of the project? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The figure we are currently looking at is approximately - I say “approximately” because of 
escalation and so on - $350 million.  That is the estimate from the concept plans. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Does that involve - 

The CHAIRMAN:  Order!  The member needs to seek the call.  The member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale has the 
call and he has further questions. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  Is the cost of converting the power station included in the cost? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, it is.  Those costs are general because we are still looking at two sites.  I can say that, 
on present figures, the cost of the East Perth power station is slightly more than the cost of the cultural centre 
because of the costs associated with refurbishing the power station.  The long-term costs are not that significant. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I refer to the third dot point at page 893, the third dot point under “Major Initiatives For 
2007-08” at page 894 and the reference at page 99 of the Economic and Fiscal Outlook, which refers to the 
ScreenWest production attraction fund.  Firstly, what is the $800 000 in 2006-07 for?  Secondly, can the minister 
confirm what the $500 000 in 2007-08 will be for?  Presumably, it is for the Baz Luhrmann film. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I ask the member to clarify: are we talking about page 893 or 894? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  They both refer to the same subject.  The third dot point at page 893 will cover it. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I can confirm that there is a $500 000 commitment to the filming of Australia. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I am also referring to page 99 of the Economic and Fiscal Outlook, which refers to the 
additional funding that was provided for 2006-07 and for 2007-08.  I want to confirm that that extra allocation is 
for the film. 
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Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am at a disadvantage because I do not have a copy of the Economic and Fiscal Outlook 
with me. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  There was an extra $800 000 in 2006-07 for the ScreenWest production attraction fund.  Take 
my word for that.  What was the purpose of the $800 000? 

The CHAIRMAN:  Member, we are dealing with Culture and the Arts, division 49.  The questions need to 
come from division 49. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  This relates to division 49 because it is Culture and the Arts. 

The CHAIRMAN:  If the minister is happy to answer the question, I will let her answer it.  Other than that, we 
should be dealing with division 49, which is from page 887 onwards. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am happy to answer very quickly.  The $500 000 is part of the $800 000.  There may 
possibly be another announcement, but we cannot necessarily announce it yet.  There is another possible 
investment. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  In another film? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, in another film. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Is the $500 000 being made available for the Baz Luhrmann film Australia as a grant or is it 
an investment in the film whereby if the film is successful, the state will gain some return on the investment? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is a grant.  The economic value of that will be returned manyfold.  Members might think 
that he will make millions of dollars and ask why we do not get the money back.  The importance was to secure 
the filming in Western Australia.  The conversation I had with Mr Luhrmann was that he is very committed to 
Western Australia; he feels passionate about it.  The environment of Western Australia lends itself beautifully to 
the epic drama of Australia.  However, he could easily have created that without having to come to Western 
Australia.  The economic return to Western Australian businesses during the shooting period will be about 
$4 million. 

[11.50 am] 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  A lot of the film is being made in Queensland, is it not? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Four to six weeks filming is being done in the Kimberley, which is a significant period. I 
will ask Mr Booth to answer that, subject to what he is going to say! 

Mr I.D. Booth:  I am not sure of the exact length of the film shoot, but four to six weeks is likely. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  No, how much is to be shot in Queensland? 

Mr I.D. Booth:  I am not sure how much is to be shot in Queensland.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  As a final question, did the minister consider making the $500 000 an investment in the film 
and getting some return from it, assuming that the film is successful, rather than a straight-out grant; and, if not, 
why not?  The cost would be no more to the state, and might well be less, and the effect would probably be the 
same. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  We did consider negotiating an agreement whereby the state would be one of the investors.  
However, the advice was to proceed with a grant, so that is the way we did it, knowing that the investment would 
be significantly returned. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Where did that advice come from? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It came from ScreenWest, the industry, and the Department of Treasury and Finance.  It 
was not a decision made only by me, but with advice from ScreenWest, the Department of Treasury and Finance 
and the government.  

Mrs J. HUGHES:  I refer to the capital works program outlined on page 901, and specifically to the amount of 
$49.4 million provided for the construction of the performing arts venue in Northbridge.  Can the minister 
provide an update on the status of that project? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The new performing arts venue to be constructed on the corner of William and Roe Streets 
will be a landmark building.  It is the first time in the history of the state that a Western Australian state 
government has invested in a theatre.  Believe it or not, it is the first purpose-built performing arts facility 
created by any Western Australian state government.  I am delighted to be part of a government that is investing 
in the state’s first purpose-built theatre.  The forward work has commenced; there is a big hole in the ground, and 
more.  Those works began in November 2006 and will be completed this month.  We will be going to tender 
very shortly for the main construction contract that will result in a new theatre for the next hundred years or 
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more.  It is a very exciting project, currently budgeted at $66 million.  Obviously, in the heated construction 
market we will be looking with great interest at the tender process.  

Mr M.P. WHITELY:  I refer to the major achievements for 2006-07 on page 892.  The first dot point refers to 
indexation for funded arts organisations.  Can the minister explain the basis of the indexation and its effect? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The indexation is a new allocation of funds.  Indexation for funded arts organisations, 
including regional arts organisations, was introduced in 2006.  Western Australia is the first state to introduce 
recurrent indexation as a state jurisdiction.  This will result in an additional $6 million for the state’s key 
organisations.  We are extending the indexation to key regional arts organisations for the first time in 2007.  The 
indexation was introduced in 2006-07.  It is good news for regional arts organisations.  They will now have 
indexation from 2007.  
Dr G.G. JACOBS:  My question relates to the last dot point on page 892.  My question is in support of the arts 
and the Cannery Arts Centre in Esperance, which is a very productive little arts centre, superbly managed by the 
operations manager, Adam Cousins.  I understand that the minister may have to take some of this question on 
notice.  What is the new model of management proposed for the Cannery Arts Centre, how will the centre be 
funded under this model, and how much funding will there be for 2007-08 for the centre to continue its great job 
for Esperance and the region?  
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I endorse the member’s comments about the importance of the Cannery Arts Centre.  
Many regional arts centres are the hubs of cultural pursuits in their regions.  I am not sure whether the basis of 
the member’s question is accurate, so I might need some clarification.  Are we talking about the last dot point on 
page 892? 
Dr G.G. JACOBS:  There has been some discussion and meetings about a shared vision for the Cannery Arts 
Centre, and this is to do with a new management model.  I was of the opinion that this question was most closely 
related to this dot point, which reads -  

. . . Community Cultural and Arts Facilities Fund develop, publish and distribute a community guide for 
the planning and development of culture and arts facilities 

The question may not pertain to this dot point in every area. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for that clarification.  The community cultural and arts facilities fund 
is a new fund for which we managed to secure money.  We were receiving a lot of requests for capital works 
from various organisations throughout the state, so we created a fund similar in nature although not in size to the 
sports fund.  We provided this funding to community organisations so that they could then leverage other 
sources of funding to do things such as the provision of seats, the upgrade of lighting, the improvement of audio 
equipment, and so on.  I think what the member is referring to is something that may be happening through an 
organisation called Country Arts.  I will ask Ms Lucas to give some further detail on that question.  

Ms A. Lucas:  Country Arts WA receives devolved funding programs from the state through the Department of 
Culture and the Arts.  I believe Country Arts WA is working with the Cannery Arts Centre about the future 
management issues, etc, through that devolved funding relationship.  I think that is what is going on there at the 
moment.  We would have to take on notice any question about the amounts. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  I am happy to take that information on notice, particularly the future preferred management 
model and the amount of funds for 2007-08 for the Cannery Arts Centre to deliver its good work. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Can I just get this clear?  Is the member putting that question on notice, or is he seeking 
supplementary information? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  I am happy to put that on notice, in order to get the answers to those questions, which I 
understand are fairly specific to this arts centre.  

[12 noon] 

The CHAIRMAN:  The responsibility lies with the member to put that question on notice through the normal 
procedure. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  I refer to page 891 of the budget papers and to service 1, “Arts Industry Support”.  Of the 
$23.5 million budgeted to support the arts industry, what amount, if any, has been allocated to the relocation of 
the West Australian Symphony Orchestra? 

[Mr M.J. Cowper took the chair.] 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  In the amount of $23 571 000, there is approximately $400 000.  The balance of the money 
was in the 2006-07 amount.  That has basically been drawn down and is in the bank account.  There is $400 000, 
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which we anticipate spending in 2007-08 subject to the ultimate decisions.  However, the rest of the money is 
sitting there waiting to be drawn down.  The total amount was $8 million. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  So the amount of money allocated to relocate the West Australian Symphony Orchestra is 
$400 000? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  No; it is $8 million. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I refer to service 1 on page 891.  Can the minister indicate how much will be spent out of that 
appropriation to support regional arts programs in the 2007-08 year compared with what was estimated to be 
expended in 2006-07? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am advised that we have some information, but to answer the question thoroughly, I 
prefer to provide the information by way of supplementary information. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I am happy to do that, but I have a follow-up question. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Can the member clarify what he would like me to provide? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  It is the amount that is proposed to be expended in 2007-08 and how much was estimated to 
be expended in 2006-07 in providing support for the development of arts programs in rural and regional areas of 
Western Australia, particularly through Country Arts WA. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes, I am happy to provide that by way of supplementary information. 
[Supplementary Information No B3.] 
Mr J.H.D. DAY:  As a follow-up question, are there any plans to increase the amount of support that is provided 
for rural and regional arts programs over the next 12 months or so; and, if so, how? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  There has been a marginal increase in the visual arts touring program, but the major 
funding is for the major performing arts companies; that is, the Western Australian Opera Company, the West 
Australian Ballet Company, the West Australian Symphony Orchestra and the Black Swan Theatre Company.  
Some of the regional arts touring funding was provided through a partnership between ourselves and the 
Department of Local Government and Regional Development.  Increased funding was provided for regional 
touring by those four major organisations.  There has been some increase in that funding, but the level of funding 
for the other touring opportunities has been maintained. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  As a supplementary question, what about the development of arts in regional areas and 
supporting community organisations on a local basis?  Is that the focus of what the minister is planning to do, 
and are there any plans to increase that? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  We endeavour to ensure that an equitable distribution of funding goes to regional Western 
Australia.  It is done by application.  It is also done through federal money and also through Country Arts 
money.  There are several sources of funding that go to regional touring and regional culture and events 
organisations. 

Mr P. PAPALIA:  I return to the third dot point on page 894.  I would like to discuss a little detail of Baz 
Luhrmann’s film Australia.  We discussed how it was being funded and the nature of that funding, but can the 
minister give us some insight into the benefits that we hope to achieve through that funding? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  My first response will be to mention something that was launched on Sunday; that is, the 
opportunity for three young Western Australian film people.  These three Western Australians will have a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to work with Baz Luhrmann and the international film crew on location in the 
Kimberley.  That is a fantastic opportunity that was made available through ScreenWest and through Baz 
Luhrmann’s willingness to work with Western Australia.  The three candidates are Stuart Morrice, Aron Dyer 
and Mark Parish and they will work in the assistant direction, sound and camera departments respectively.  They 
will be able to foster creative technical and business skills working with Baz Luhrmann and others.  That is 
fantastic.  As I said on Sunday, the opportunity to have Western Australia as the backdrop for this film of 
international proportions is worth millions in tourism opportunities.  It will mean that the Kimberley and the 
uniqueness of our state will be displayed on the wide screen.  There is also an opportunity for Indigenous people 
to become extras in the movie.  One very excited and lucky young boy from Broome has been chosen to play a 
key role in the film.  He is in Sydney having singing, dancing and acting lessons.  That is fantastic.  As I said, 
there will be investment in hotels and restaurants, and money cannot buy the excitement of having Nicole 
Kidman and Hugh Jackman on our streets.  It really is a fantastic opportunity for the Kimberley.  The member 
for Bassendean wants a part as an extra? 

Mr P. PAPALIA:  He just wants to meet Nicole! 
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Ms S.M. McHALE:  He wants to meet Nicole.  I will take names!  This movie will showcase our state and the 
stunning Kimberley region as a tourist destination.  We estimate that it will have a financial return of in excess of 
$4 million.  It is basically marketing that money cannot buy. 
Mrs J. HUGHES:  I refer to the fourth dot point on page 896, which refers to the Indigenous curatorial graduate 
program.  Can the minister provide me with an outline of this program?  The dot point states that it is a 
groundbreaking program.  Can the minister expand on that too, please? 

[12.10 pm] 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is a groundbreaking program.  It is providing young Indigenous graduates with the 
opportunity to be curators in the Art Gallery of Western Australia.  The partnership that was formed to bring it to 
fruition is one of the reasons that we claim it is groundbreaking.  This was a partnership between AngloGold 
Ashanti Australia Ltd, Carey Mining Pty Ltd, Roche Mining Pty Ltd, the Curtin University of Technology and 
the Art Gallery.  It provides connections with the mining industry, with the university and with the Art Gallery as 
an institution.  The current incumbent is a fabulous young guy named Chad Creighton.  He is undertaking a 
three-year internship program that combines the practical gallery training with formal postgraduate study.  
Therefore, the program is encouraging young Indigenous men and women to go on to postgraduate study.  On 
completion of the program, the current incumbent will be qualified and will probably be snapped up by one of 
the major institutions.  We have all the great ideas in Western Australia.  We do the training, and we need to 
keep these people, but they are so good that they can get jobs internationally.  However, they have had the 
grounding here in Western Australia.  It is a great program.  I want to acknowledge the mining companies that 
supported it, as well as the Art Gallery and Curtin University. 
Mr M.P. WHITELY:  I refer to the first dot point of major initiatives for 2007-08 on page 897.  Can the 
minister provide an outline of how a program such as the “National Treasures from Australia’s Great Libraries” 
exhibition links to our library system? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  Programs such as that really reinforce that the State Library of Western Australia is not 
only about books.  It is very much about books, but it is also the portal for our government’s support of the 
public library network right across Western Australia.  The “National Treasures from Australia’s Great 
Libraries” exhibition is coming to Perth on 29 June, so in a matter of weeks.  This is a remarkable exhibition 
about remarkable stories of our history, our nation, our treasures and our libraries.  It has been travelling around 
Australia since 2005, when it opened in Canberra.  Some of the significant Western Australian items in the 
exhibition include the prisoner-of-war diary of Lieutenant Ray Stewart.  The exhibition also has the Pellion 
watercolour depicting Rose de Freycinet.  Members may or may not remember that she was officially painted 
out of that work, and so we have the official print without her.  However, in reality, she was secreted away on 
the ship with her husband.  There is work that actually shows she was there, and the official work that shows she 
was not there.  There are other exhibits such as Ned Kelly’s helmet, Don Bradman’s bat, Shane Gould’s Munich 
Olympic Games diary and the earliest depiction of the Southern Cross in the sixteenth century.  Therefore, they 
really are national treasures that are coming to the library.  I thank the State Librarian and the State Library for 
securing this exhibition.  We will also have a complementary exhibit called “Our Prized Possessions”, which 
will also show the unique items that our State Library holds as part of its collections.  Therefore, I encourage all 
members to remember the great “National Treasures from Australia’s Great Libraries” exhibition that will 
commence on 29 June. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Send us a free ticket! 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I think we can do better than that.  It is free.  We will send the member a complimentary 
ticket. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Buy us a drink, then. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will buy the member a drink. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  I wonder if we could possibly move on to division 36? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am in members’ hands entirely.  Is that Consumer Protection? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  Yes, it is. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Are there any further questions on this division? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I have a very brief question.  I refer to the sixth dot point of significant issues and trends on 
page 888, which relates to access to cultural venues.  Has the minister considered or seen any plans proposing 
the development of a new cultural precinct as part of any foreshore redevelopment plan; and does the minister 
support this concept, given the benefit it would have in improving access to cultural events and promoting 
vibrancy in this city for tourists? 
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Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for his question. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  This is one of the minister’s pet projects, I hope. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It sounded like it was one of the member’s pet projects.  I have seen numerous plans from 
numerous architects, including plans from the City of Perth and the state government’s plans for the foreshore.  
People have different views about what ought go on the river foreshore.  I think we have had plans for the 
Western Australian Museum to go there.  Peter Nattrass has a plan to have a great cultural centre on the 
foreshore.  We have focused on the importance of opening up the river to shops and to hotels.  There have been 
numerous plans.  We are not short of ideas and we are not short of so-called visionary plans.  We are visionary in 
the work we are doing on the development of the foreshore, the development of the new theatre - I am talking 
only about cultural facilities - and the possibility of locating the Museum on the riverfront at the old East Perth 
Power Station site.  I think we need to be careful about just saying that it would a good idea to relocate the 
Museum on the river foreshore, or it would be a good idea to locate a theatre on the river foreshore.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Accessibility is the important issue. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The member is absolutely right, yes.  Access to public transport and access to 
interconnecting roadways are very important, as is access for pedestrians and how amenable the environment is 
to attracting people to the particular location.  I agree with the member that there are lots of plans and lots of 
idea.  We are in the business of trying to make things happen.  In those myriad ideas, we are moving forward 
with our capital works program, which includes the theatre.  Hopefully, we will shortly have the other facilities, 
such as a multipurpose stadium, which will predominantly be a facility for large-scale entertainment, as well as 
sport, and whatever else we do with the stadium.  My commitments and my priorities are to get the theatre built 
and to upgrade the theatres that we already have.  We have been very successful in upgrading the Blue Room 
and the Subiaco Theatre Centre.  They are the two main ones.  As I said, there is the new theatre and the ongoing 
planning for the new museum. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
The CHAIRMAN:  We will now move on to division 36, service 1, which is Consumer Protection. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Before I introduce my advisers, could I seek clarification and feedback from members?  
We have set a cracking pace, and I thank members for their questions.  The only area that I think we have left in 
my areas of responsibility is multicultural interests.  I am wondering whether members want to try to deal with 
that before one o’clock. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  I have questions to ask on Consumer Protection. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am in members’ hands.  I am happy to come back between 2.00 and 3.00 pm.  However, 
I was thinking that if we could finish before then, it would give members more time to cause mayhem elsewhere.   

[12.20 pm] 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  No. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  We might leave a couple of minutes to put that to the vote. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  What about multicultural interests? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I am happy to deal with multicultural interests, but I am just trying to think about 
members’ time. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


